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This paper reassesses the reception of Fechner’s psychophysics within the school of 
Brentano. It reconstructs the Brentanian alternative to it, which preserves experimental rigour 
while providing an account of mathematical modelling and measurements. Against the 
backdrop of some shared assumptions, I show how and why Brentano rejected Fechner’s 
psychophysics and how his students – mainly Hillebrand, Stumpf, Höfler, and Meinong – refined 
his criticism of Fechner. The resulting picture suggests a clear division of labour – first, 
descriptive phenomenology and experimentation, second, measurement and mathematical 
modelling. 


