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Wilhelm Wundt was a controversial researcher in physiology who was often criticized for his 
unorthodox use of experimentation, just as his former colleague and employer Helmholtz 
criticized him for his excessive “speculative sophistry.” On the other hand, Wundt was a fierce 
enemy of the fact that the individual sciences, and physiology in particular, relied excessively on 
philosophical worldviews, as in recent times they had offered a shortcut and “empty analogies” 
that were of little or no use to their progress. The founder of modern psychology identified that 
physiology had become “executors of Kantian doctrine,” which led to an obstacle to developing 
new psychological hypotheses and, in general, constructing new physiological theories. This 
article reviewed Bacon’s formal inductive method of exclusion, which was used by Wundt to 
apply the experimental situation on spatial perception through the sense of touch that Wundt 
developed when he was an assistant at the Heidelberg clinic, and to show how he deduced 
certain psychological hypotheses. The young Wundt identified that physiologists who 
succeeded Johannes Müller or E.H. Weber, who apparently did not want to expose any 
“metaphysical affinity,” were increasingly unconsciously drifting into a naive materialism that 
led them to insist on theories such as the hypothesis of specific energies that endowed the 
sensory organs with capacities that had no anatomical or functional basis and ignored the 
ability of psychology to offer “mediating theories” [vermittelnden Theorie] and plausible 
theories. 


