Micaela Bellizzi
La psychometria tra ontologia, psicologia e pratica:
Wolff e la scuola wolffiana alla soglia tra gradus e mensura

Dipartimento di Filosofia

Sapienza Universita di Roma

[talia

e-mail: bellizzi.1907186@studenti.uniromal.it

This article reconstructs Christian Wolff's psychometria as a systematic problem within the
Wolffian metaphysical-psychological framework, rather than as a precursor to nineteenth-
century psychophysics. Starting from the ontological triad gradus-ratio-mensura, it argues that a
mathematical treatment of mental phenomena is conceivable only as an indirect
commensuration of effects, thus marking a threshold between comparative gradation and strict
mensuration. The analysis then turns to the Psychologia empirica, where Wolff's treatment of
pleasure and tedium reflects the ambition to proceed stilo mathematico while highlighting the
absence of an adequate mensura. Next, the Psychologia rationalis is shown to articulate a
justificatory constraint (principium psychimetricum) linking memory to temporal and
frequency-based parameters as surrogates for measurement. Finally, the article traces how this
psychometric horizon extends into Wolff’s practical theory of imputatio and culpa, and sketches
selected attempts within the Wolffian school to operationalize the gradus-mensura threshold.



