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Here I first sketch a phenomenological question about perceptual noise in terms of its having
different gradients. I then lay out a plausible framework - a ‘medial’ account of perceptual noise
- and point to some problems it faces. | then suggest that an understanding of perception rooted
in the thought of Karl Biihler has something interesting to add to that medial account, by way of
disputing the latter’s reliance on an idea of psychophysical harmony. To scaffold that
alternative, I clarify the scope and grounds of Biihler’s critique of the premise of psychophysical
harmony, as situated within his wider concerns regarding psychophysics. That opens up a
Biihlerian understanding of sensory perception and a perspective on gradients of perceptual
noise, which is nicely exemplified by his analysis of speech perception. Overall, the goals in this
paper are to furnish a survey of some of Biihler's most important critical responses to
psychophysics as both a branch of psychology and as a type of philosophical thinking; to clarify
some of his systematic theses and ideas regarding sensory perception; and to demonstrate how
his ‘multiple systems, pliable stimuli’ approach can generate an intriguing proposal for the
problem of varying phenomenal noise in perception.



