Lino Rossi
Annibale Pastore fra logica e psicofisica: il calcolo psicofisico a tre variabili

Dipartimento di Pedagogia

Istituto Universitario Salesiano di Venezia
Italia

e-mail: l.rossi@iusve.it

The essay analyzes Annibale Pastore’s contribution to experimental psychology, focusing on
the evolution from Weber-Fechner’s classical psychophysical model to his original “three-
variable psychophysical calculation”. Starting from his early research on sensory oscillations
under the guidance of Federico Kiesow, Pastore criticizes the binary approach, considering it
insufficient to explain the complexity of psychic processes. The author introduces an
intermediate variable (y), which represents internal processing or the “internal phase”,
interposed between sensory input and motor output. This model opens a path toward
psychology understood as an “abstract science” based on experimental logic, capable of
formalizing mental functioning as an informational computation system. The text highlights
Pastore’s modernity, whose insights anticipate cybernetic and behaviorist models (such as
Clark Hull’s), proposing parallels between natural perceptual functions and mechanical
hardware. Despite the limitations of Wundt’s psychophysical model, Pastore’s work emerges as
a unified attempt to make the internal dimension of human behavior measurable.



