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Already in his early philosophy, Schelling considers Kant’s question about the possibility of 
synthetic a priori judgments to be responsible for the decisive turning point in philosophy. 
According to Schelling, this question conceals the most fundamental question of philosophy 
itself: what causes the Absolute to step outside of itself or to oppose something different from 
itself? This paper shows how Schelling was able to move from Kant’s “simple question” to such a 
speculative question and what he saw as Kant’s genuine contribution. To this end, it turns to 
Schelling’s writings from the 1820s, in which Schelling deals intensively with Kant’s question 
and with Kant’s significance in the history of philosophy. In these texts, Schelling locates Kant’s 
contribution in the fact that he turned the philosophical focus away from the object and toward 
the subject. However, since Kant (and with him Fichte) could only understand the subject as an 
object, his view of the essence of the absolute subject was obscured and he was unable to 
adequately answer the question of the possibility of synthetic judgments. What this means and 
how Schelling himself sought to answer the question will be explained in this paper. 


