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The essay explores the central theme unifying Schelling’s philosophy: the ontological
foundation of freedom in its intrinsic relation to nature. Engaging critically with Kant, Schelling
seeks a systematic principle capable of integrating the totality of knowledge, where freedom
emerges not merely as an ethical postulate but as the very ground of being. Within the
framework of his Naturphilosophie, nature and spirit are conceived as dynamically identical
moments of a self-productive process. The notion of “original willing” (Wollen ist Urseyn) thus
signifies both the source of self-consciousness and the generative essence of reality. Human
freedom, as participation in this primal dynamic, assumes a creative and re-creative role in the
ongoing process of nature’s self-unfolding. Ultimately, Schelling’s philosophy converges ethics,
ontology, and aesthetics, presenting art and mythology as symbolic mediations through which
the Absolute manifests itself and the universal freedom of spirit achieves expression in finite
existence.



