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This paper proposes to retrace Schelling’s early critique of Kant’s construction of Christian 
religion to the difference between their theories of imagination. First, I will begin by 
reconstructing Schelling’s early critique of Kant’s reduction of the content of Christian religion 
to morality. Here, it will become clear that while Schelling, like Kant, takes Christian imagery to 
be fundamentally symbolic, he puts forth a different conception of symbol from that of Kant, 
namely one that sustains the intuition of the universe as history. Christian religion, argues 
Schelling, opens the human to the experience of world history, something he takes Kant to 
neglect. Finally, I will retrace both authors’ notions of symbolism to their respective 
interpretations of imagination, and by doing so, elucidate how Schelling speculatively 
transforms Kant’s concept of imagination, placing it as a central epistemic device in the method 
of his philosophical theology. 


