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The paper examines how Schelling appropriates and reconfigures Kant’s notion of the
highest good and the related concepts of happiness, virtue, self-contentment, morality, and bliss.
The first section clarifies their definitions and systematic roles in Kant’s practical philosophy,
highlighting the tension between immanent and transcendent readings of the highest good. The
second section shows how the young Schelling rejects Kant’s empirical conception of happiness
and, drawing on Spinoza, recasts the highest good as absolute bliss grounded in intellectual
intuition. The third section reconstructs Schelling’s late critique of Kant’s ethics and traces his
shift to a relational account of bliss: against the impersonality of the moral law, Schelling
vindicates desire and conceives the highest good as a personal relation with God, in which grace
- not merit - secures the unity of virtue and happiness.



