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In the Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human Freedom, Schelling gives an
account of good and evil that has radical and devastating implications for the Kantian view of
freedom as rational autonomy. Schelling’s account entails that the striving to realize freedom as
self-determining reason actually instantiates the structure of the evil will, insofar as it is the
endeavor on the part of finite human subjectivity to abolish its finitude by seizing control over
the (ultimately uncontrollable) conditions of its own existence. Instead, Schelling argues that
freedom is genuinely realized through love, which involves a relinquishing of the aspiration for
absolute self-control for the sake of participating in trans-individual wholes. Through
participating in and identifying with such wholes, one experiences the identity of one’s
individual self with something that transcends it, thus replicating the structure of absolute
freedom as the identity of identity and difference, or of the unconditioned and the conditioned.



