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In his last work, the Darstellung der reinrationalen Philosophie, Schelling considers Kant'’s
“transcendental ideal of pure reason”, the totality of reality, as the starting point of purely
rational philosophy. Why does Kant’s “unstoppable drive toward totality”, to use Schelling’s
1804 expression, still play an important role in Schelling’s last philosophy? 1 argue that
Schelling’s early interpretation of Kant's intuitive understanding can illuminate his late
interpretation of Kant’s transcendental ideal. Namely, in Vom Ich, Schelling’s “absolute I” reflects
a particular interpretation of Kant. It is the source of determination and intelligibility, like the
transcendental ideal, but not as a mere substrate to the totality. Instead, it is a perspective of
non-distinction: a self-intuiting unity which our own reason must essentially presuppose, like
Kant's intuitive understanding. The peculiar connection the early Schelling establishes between
these two Kantian notions (the transcendental ideal and the intuitive understanding) will shed

light on the late Schelling’s critical recourse to Kant’s transcendental ideal of pure reason.



